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MEETING OF CoUNCIL. 


The report of the recent quarterly meeting of 
Council should be attentively read, as it contains a 
good deal on what is now the most prominent 
question before the profession—the examination of 
students. The discussion arose upon the report of 
the Court of Examiners. The report is in accor- 
dance with a recent resolution of Council, which 
requires a report to be submitted after each ex- 
amination, As a first attempt this production may 
be accepted, but as the work of an official board it 
can hardly be looked upon as satisfactory. The 
examiners in Classes A and B “have nothing to 
report.” ‘I'he examiners in Class C so far as the 
“theoretical” section is concerned, are equally 
silent, whilst the “ practical” section only report 
that they have misunderstood a recent resolution of 
Council. What we waut to know in the report of 
the Board of Examiners is how the candidates 
acquit themselves; whether the average of excel- 
lence is Leing maintained or not, what subjects are 
best and worst learned, with any other information 
which may guide the Council in their attempts to 
properly test the candidates for the diploma. No 
information of this kind is given, and we can only 

“pe that the next report of the examiners may be 
more lustructive than their maiden effort. 


Tux Recistration Commirrer, 


This Committee seems to have been active, and to 
have adopted a bolder policy in regard to infringe- 
ments of the Veterinary Surgeons Act. Quite a 
umber of prosecutions are pending, and a test case 
mes the use of the word ‘veterinary ” has been 
of ~ to the Court of Appeal. Pending the decision 
a 's polnt some complaints of practitioners are 
— _ The Registration Committee cannot act 
i> — evidence, and practitioners should never 

a to forward to the Secretary of the Royal 
of ‘Veterinary Surgeons any evidence they 

7 obtain of offences against the Act. The, 

“a are all included in what may be described 
Voterina of qualification to 
pre wed surgery or any branch thereof. It is not 
Pp Ce to sell medicines or to doctor animals— it 

nee to use our title, or any description ur 


letters stating special qualifications. We do. not 
wish to prevent men practising our art ; we do wish 
to prevent them doing so under false pretences, 
especially when such conduct deceives the public, 
and blinds the owner of stock to the difference 
between a qualified practitioner and an ignorant 
pretender. 


Next Exvecrion or Covuncit. 


We have been asked why this subject has not yet 
been taken up by The Record this year. We can 
assure our correspondents that our silence is not due 
to indifference. Last year matters of great import- 
ance were pending and it was necessary that some 
impetus should be given to the movement which was 
agitating the whole profession. This year we are 
waiting for the consummation of action. The New 
Charter is now before the Privy Council, and if no 
opposition is got up against it we may expect our 
prayer to be granted. Of course the object is not 
yet attained, and all prudent men will take care not 
to assist the return to Council of any opponents of 
the Charter. There are, however. other considera- 
tions than the views of men on this Charter which 
must not be lost sight of this year. The profession 
is quietly working out its independence——-learning 
not only to think and act for itself, but to require 
from its representatives a full and honest statement 
of their claims to represent. Whether or not any 
burning questions arise to make the coming election 
a hotly contested one, we must not retrograde—we 
must insist upon every candidate declaring himself. 
During the next two months a large number of the 
Veterinary Societies hold meetings, and at most of 
them choice will be made of Candidates. If only 
personal motives are avoided, it is difficult to find a 
more suitable means for selecting good men than 
these societies, and we trust that no selection will be 
made except of those who either verbally or in 
writing make known their opinions on all important 
subjects. We believe that no society will select a 
man opposed to the Charter, and we hope that no 
vote will be given to anyone who relies for election 
upon what he has done unless he tell us what he 
will do. (rratitude for past services is a very noble 
feeling, but in a struggle for rights we must sacrifice 
sentiment and distinguish between friends and 


enemies. 
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I experienced a good deal of difficulty in getting 


CASES AND ARTICLES hold of the urethra, which I incised lengthways, 
——_ Directly 1 cut into the canal the urine commenced 

to flow, and the bullock was instantly relieved. The 

A PERINEAL TUMOUR, result assisted my diagnosis as I was now assured 
By T. Hissarp, M.R.C.V.S. that the cause of stoppage was located between the 


incision and the end of the penis, but after another 
careful examination I failed to find the seat of ob. 
On Thursday the 14th.inst., a skye terrier bitch | struction. : 
was brought to me suffering from constipation, and| Shortly after the operation the bullock got up and 
with a hard swelling in the perineal region. On ex- | picked some hay, whereas previously we had failed 
amination per rectum and per raginam I found two/|in all attempts to get him up. In course of a few 
tumours situated between the rectum and vagina, | days a distinct swelling of the penis, opposite the 
embedded in the connective tissue and apparently | scrotum, could be felt; in all probability the result 
having no adhesion to either of the important struc- | of being gored by one of the other animals. 
tures in such close proximity. I explained the| I left him to urinate through the incision just as 
nature of the obstruction to my client and he de-|1I made it, with the hope that he would put himselt 
cided to let me operate. in position similar to a heifer so as to force the urine 
On the 15th I chloroformed the animal, and | clear off his legs, but I was disappointed ; the urine 
made an incision in the superior commissure | dribbled over his legs, which became badly excoriat- 
of the vulva, I then inserted my finger and thumb] ed, through they had been smeared with a thick 
and removed four tumours, varying from the size | coating of lard. I therefore inserted as a catheter 
of a marble to that of a duck’s egg; and together | a tube a few inches long into the urethra, retaining 
weighing 4% 0zs. They were attached to the con-|it in position by a stitch to each side of the 
nective tissue and appeared to be fibromas. wounded skin. The wound was syringed daily with 
The bitch remained in my charge until Tuesday | carbolic water and painted over with carbolic oil, 
19th, and got better altho’ she refused all food ex- | and the catheter occasionally removed to be cleaned. 
cept a small quantity of milk. The ownerupon my| When the catheter was permanently removed and 
advice removed her, and after about three or four| the wound healed all around, he was noticed after 
days she began to feed better. 1 saw her to-day | urinating to have a little jet forced through a smal 
(26th) and am pleased to say she is getting well | opening in the otherwise healed incision—the bulk 
rapidly, the wound being perfectly healthy and | of the stream passing the ordinary way. In course 
the bitch quite lively. no further visits being | of time this small opening became closed and the 
mpcesaAry. whole of the urine passed through its natural channel 
HUES A few months sfterwards he was exhibited in a 
a ~~ | fair and sold, presenting no indication that he had 
ever been operated on. 
URETHRAL OBSTRUCTION IN A BULLOCK 


By R. Jones, M.R.C.V.S., Towyn, Merioneth. = 


A CASE OF VAGINITIS. 


In the latter en! of last spring a message came in By Cartes Warp, M.R.C.V.S. 
the middle of the night, from a farm about five miles 
distant, requesting me to come and attend a yearling 
bullock. I was informed by the messenger that it was| The following are the facts of a case I have 
suffering from retention of urine, and that its bladder | recently had under my care :— 
was fearfully distended ; completely filling the pelvic | Subject, a bull-terrier bitch that had had three 
cavity. litters of pups and was pregnant again. 1 we 
I found the bullock lying full length in iis stall, | called in three weeks after she had been served. 
evidently suffering great pain, 1 examined him | when I found the vagina swollen, little pimples and 
carefully per rectum and along the course of the | vesicles on the mucous membrane, and 4 dirty 
urethra, but failed entirely to find the cause of re- | coloured discharge issuing from the vulva. Where- 
tention. Fearing there was spasm of the neck of | ever the discharge touched the skin, it caused the 
the bladder and with a view to cutting into the | hair to falloff. 1 diagnosed it as a case of vaginitis 
urethra, I gave a full dose of tinct. opii and left him | and my treatment consised of injection of a very 
for about an hour and a half. On my return there | weak solution of perchloride of iron into the vagin’, 
was no improvement, the passage of urine was still | three times a day, and iron tonics internally, wit 
obstructed and the bladder becoming more danger- | liberal allowance of nutritious food. This 10 * et 
ously distented. I explained to the owner that there | weeks brought about a healthy discharge, the swe 
was no way of saving life except by an operation | ing of the glands disappeared and left the passag® 


and he willingly consented. free for “ pupping.” Soon after this she — 
I tied the legs together, and, then made an incision | forth 10 pups, 8 of which were pure ym 


about an inch and a half long, close to the ischial | and healthy looking, the other two were of a 
arch, right in the median line, as near as I could make grey colour, and weakly dog pups. rup- 
out with a small candle light in a confined building.| ‘Two days after their birth, each pup had one 


$ , 

4 

| 

| 
MW | 
H 

4 

| — 

| 

j 

| 

if 


February 6, 1892. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 411 


tion all over its body, especially on the fore legs 
and head, which consisted of pimple, vesicle, and 
dark brown scab, which dried and fell off in the 
course of a fortnight. One of the coloured weak 
dog pups died on the second day after birth. I 
made a post-mortem and found the skin to have very 
few pimples on it, the lungs to have abscesses in 
their parenchyma, the left lung being attached to 
the ribs by one large abscess, all the other organs 
were healthy. The eruption on the skin was quite 
superficial, and did not cause any uneasiness. After 

turition the bitch herself had an eruption on the 
thighs, in fact wherever the discharge came iucontact 
with theskin. It is now a good many weeks since this 
took place, and yesterday I went to see the pups 
and found them plump and healthy, and eating for 
themselves, and the owner very pleased indeed with 
them. As for the bitch she is doing wonderfully 
well and remains in fair condition. I kave never 
seen a similar case and should like to hear of 
others. 


GASTRIC CALCULI. 


Regarding your remarks in connection with a 
paragraph from The Lancet, I am not aware how our 
other domesticated animals are affected, bnt a cal- 
culus in the stomach of the horse I consider a very 
rare occurrence. The case, particulars of which I 
am about to give you, would probably never have 
been witnessed by either my late principal or my- 
self, had it not been that the horse had broken into 
4 hen house and consumed a quantity of wheat. 

Our patient was a draught mare, and according to 
the custom of the owners, during the summer 
months she, in company with others of their stud, 
had been turned out for the week end into a pasture 
oftheirown. In this pasture she had come at the 
Wheat, and falling sick had to be taken home. 

€ symptoms at first were by no means alarming 
but gradually those characteristic of gastric disten- 
sion became manifest; frequent attempts to vomit 
Were made, and ultimately metastatic inflammation 
of all four feet supervened, which carried her off in 
great agony in a very short time. 

Post-mortem: On opening the abdominal cavity 
the stomach was found entire, but enormously dis- 
tended, and in its interior were found two calculi, 
— was also found impacted in the duodenum a 
short distance from the pylorus. but as it corre- 
sponded in every particular with the others, my 
opinion is that during the extreme tympany it 
pr te ae from its original position in the 

€se stones were peculiar in shape, and al- 
enter different from any I had ever ste before, or 
can Sage i were a little less in size than a 
shape corresponding to that of a 
pond ee ship's propeller, rather smooth on the 
, brittle, and of a dark grey colour. 
description is from memory, as the 
our Coll ies bie! i afterwards sent to one of 


A PECULIAR EYE. 
By James L. Wess, Pupil, Bishops Stortford. 


Herewith I send you a somewhat uncommon 
specimen, which, if you consider it sufficiently 
interesting, perhaps you will kindly forward to 
the Veterinary College Museum. 

About a fortnight ago whilst my father was in- 


specting the animals in our local sale-yard, he 


noticed a fat half-bred Devon bullock with what 
appeared to be a wart with long hairs growing upon 
it, on the left eye-ball. There was slight lachry- 
mation, indicating that the excrescence gave rise to 
some irritation, but excepting for the obstruction, 
vision was in no way impeded. The butcher who 
purchased and killed the bullock, kindly gave me 
this peculiar eye. 

On closer examination, I found the tumour con- 
sisted of two portions of ordinary integument, giv- 
ing to it a bifid appearance ; each portion being about 
the size of a hazel nut, and connected by conjunc- 
tiva. Growing from each portion are a number of 
long hairs, about three inches in length; the upper 
part of the excrescence being firmly attached to 
the conjunctiva over about half of the cornea, 
whilst the other portion is attached to the same 
membrane over the sclerotic coat at the inner can- 
thus. On viewing it as a whole it appears to be an 
attempt of nature to form a supernumerary pair of 
eyelids and lashes, the division between them cor- 
responding to the palpebral fissure. | There can be 
no doubt that it was of congenital origin. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, 


—_ 


or CouNcIL. 


The Quarterly Meeting of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons was held at 10 Red Lion 
Square, on Weduesday, 27th January. Colonel J. D. 
Lambert, President, in the chair. 

The following members were present :— 

General Sir Frederick FitzWygram, Prof. Penberthy, 
Dr. Fleming, Messrs. Greaves, Wm. Hunting, Malcolm, 
Mason, Mulvey, Nisbet, Raymond, J. F. Simpson, 
Trigger, Wheatley and Wragg, Mr. Thatcher (Solicitor), 
and Mr. A. W. Hill, (Secretary). ; 

The SxcreTary read the notice .convening the 
meeting. 

On the motion of Dr. Fleming, seconded by Mr. 
Mason, the minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
as read, and confirmed. : 

Letters regretting inability to attend the roy | 
were read from Professors McCall and Williams, an 
Messrs Barford, Burnett, Cartledge, Edgar, Fraser 
Kidd, Taylor, and Whittle. 

PRESENTATIONS To THE Liprary Museum, 

The followin resentations were announced ; 
From the comers ag Statistical and General Report 


of the Army Veterinary Department, and m 
Mr. F. Armstrong of Accrington, a specimen of a double 
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cannon-bone of an ox. On the motion of Dr. Fleming, 
seconded by Mr. Trigger, a vote of thanks was accorded 
to the donors. 


Tue Late Duke or CLARENCE AND AVONDALE. 


The Secretary stated that the President had addressed 
the following telegram to T.R.H. The Prince and Prin- 
cess of Wales on the recent occasion of their sad 
bereavement: “The President and Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons beg to offer their deep 
sympathy to your Royal Highnesses in your most sad and 
distresssng affliction. From the President of the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.” To that 
the following reply was received from His Royal High- 
ness’s equerry, “ The Prince and Princess thank you and 
kind s thy.” 
Dr. Fiemine :—We are very much obliged to you, sir, 
for acting on our behalf. 

The Presipent :—I thought it best to act promptly, 
I have to ask, gentlemen, that the Joint Conference pro- 
ceedings be brought on at once, as Sir Frederick Fitz- 
Wygram has to leave early. 


THE Joint CONFERENCE APPOINTED BY 
Royat VETERINARY COLLEGE 
Practica, EXAMINATIONS IN 


REPORT OF 
THE R.C.V.S. AND THE 
TO ENQUIRE INTO THE 
DecemsBer, 1890. 


The Secretary read a letter from the examiners ex- 
pressing satisfaction at the result of the Joint 
Conference. ‘ 

The Presipent:—Every member of the Council has 
had acopy of the Report of the Conference sent to him, 
so I presume there is no reason to have it read now. If 
no one wishes to say anything about it, the matter will 
end here. 

Mr. J. F. Stapson:—Perhaps it would not be out of 
place for me,as one of those referred to, to propose a 
vote of thanks to the members of the Conference who 
represented the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
I do so with great pleasure. The members are Veteri- 
nary Colonel Lambert and Mr. Greaves. 

Dr. Fiemtne :—I have very much pleasure in second- 
ing. that. 

he resolution was carried unanimously. 


Notice or Motion sy Mr. Kipp. 


The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Kidd contain- 
ing the following notice of motion :—“ That ste 
be taken by this Council to ascertain whether the 

rsons whose names appear in the ‘ List of Existing 

titioners under the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act 1881,’ 
have the right to use the title of Veterinary Surgeons.” 

The PresipENT said that the question had been 
settled a long time ago; they had the right to use 
the title. 

The Sxcretary stated that he had received a letter 
from a student saying that he had been rejected twice at 
his Practical Examination, and wanting to know whether 
the time of his rejection dated from the last rejection or 
from the time of his having been rejected at the Oral 
Examination. 

The PrestpEnt :—All this is answered by Bye-Law 17. 

The Soxicttor :—The question is, Is it three years 
from the date of the first rejection, or does each rejection 
constitute a further lease? [I think it constitutes a 
further lease. 

The Council decided that students could up come within 
three years of the time of their last rejection. 


Spirits IN Prescriptions, 
The Secretary said he had received a letter from Mr. 
Stevens of Darlington, stating that information had been 
supplied by the Inland Revenue Department from which 


it appeared that Veterinary Surgeons could no longer 
use methylated spirit in their prescriptions. 

The Soxicitor :—I have looked into the Methylated 
Spirit Act, and it does not seem to me to apply to Veteri- 
nary Surgeons. Mr. Stevens had a different opinion 
and it seems also that the Inland Revenue have also 
different opinion. 

Dr. Fiemine :—I think it would be well for this Col- 
lege to get information on the subject, and I will move 
that the Solicitor be instructed to take Counsel’s opinion, 
because it is an important matter to Veterinary 
Surgeons. 

Mr. Huntine :—I will move as an amendment that 
before taking Counsel’s opinion we communicate with 
the Inland Revenue. e Pharmaceutical Chemists 
have been discussing the subject ever since the new 
Methylated Spirit Act came into force. They have now 
put into it something so abominable that it is rendered 
utterly useless. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—I will second the amendment. 
If the Inland Revenue thought it an offence to use 
methylated spirit for internal purposes and _ tinctures, 
they would prosecute in spite of the opinion of our 
Counsel. 

The amendment was put and carried. ; 


RoyaL AGRICULTURAL Society PRizzs. 


The Secretary said that the Examiners in Catile 
Pathology had awarded the prizes of the Agricultural 
Society to Mr. 8S. H. Williams and Mr. M. T. Sadler. 


Finance CoMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the report. 

Mr. F. W. Wraca:—! beg to move, “ That the 
Report of the Finance Committee be received and 
adopted ; and that the Treasurer be authorised to draw 
checks for the amount of liabilities, £290 17s. 3d. I 
ask the Council to note that the balance in hand is £328 
because I shall have to make some remarks about it 
later on. 

Mr. Huntine :—I should like the Finance Committee 
to tell us what is the profit and loss account on the last 
examination: whether the last Examinations paid for 
themselves or not; how much was paid to the Examiners 
and how much the students paid ? 

The Prestpent :—Mr. Wragg will answer that at 4 
later period. 

Mr. Mason seconded the motion for the adoption of 
the Report, which was carried. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the Report, which stated that 
Mr. Baker had been struck off the Register, and gave the 
names of several persons who had been threatened with 
prosecution for using the word “veterinary” in con 
nection with their business, and for using letters after 
their names implying that they were members of the 
College. 

The Report was adopted. 

On the motion of Mr. Munvey, it was resolved that 
the seal of the College be attached to the prosecutions re 
commended by the Registration Committee. 


AND Museum CoMMITTEE. 


The Sxcrerary read the Report, which stated that 
there had been three meetings of the Library and Museum 
Committee, namely, on November 2nd, nem 
Ist, 1891, and January 26th, 1892 ; also that a list of 
names of those who had applied to catalogue and ap 
the specimens in the museum had been submitted, - 
that Mr. Edwards had been appointed, whilst Mr. a= 
had been appointed to re-catalogue the Library. ald be 
Committee recommended that the sum of £200 sho 
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expended on the urchase of modcls, and £20 for a series 
of photographs of animal locomotion. ; 

r, Huntine :—Pardon me, I think that is scarcely 
accurate. That Committee had power to act without 
advice, and settled to expend £20 for the purpose named. 

The PREstpENT :—You are quite right, Mr. Hunting ; 
it is to come out of the sum you have in hand. 

The SecreTaRY then proceeded with the Report, 
which recommended a book-case of pitch-pine should be 
placed in the Library, aud that an additional book-case 
should also be ordered. 

Mr. Wrace:—I should like to make a remark about 
the £200. I called attention just now to the balance in 
£328 10s. 7d. we cannot possibly get any further income 
till the examinations take place in May. We now have 
to pay Professor Williams and Professor McCall £25 each 
for their Tuberculin experiments; we have to pay £21 
for cases for the museum ; and there is a small balance 
due to Mr. Edwards. The Council are asked to expend 
£200 on the purchase of models. £100 was granted by 
this Council on October 15th, to be expended on the 
Library. Out of that £28 has heen expended. Then 
there is an expenditure for painting the outside of the 
premises, £27 10s., and | estimate the probable expenses 
in April will be about £350. In addition to that there 
is the cost of the New Charter. If all this money is ex- 
pended, it will leave us with a deficit of £452 14s. 11d., 
exclusive of the cost of the New Charter. 

The PresipeNt:—-The object of this statement is to 
make you aware of the financial position, and it is for 
you to say whether we are to go on with some of this 
expenditure. The money has not been spent, but it has 
been voted. If it is spent you will have to trench on 
your capital. 

Mr. Wrace :—I think we shall be obliged to sell some 
consols out. We have only £328, and we have to pay Messrs. 
Williams and McCall, and, the cases for the Museum and 
for the Library are ordered. 

Capt. RayMonp:—I proposed on the Museum Com- 
mittee that these models should be procured, and I should 
be quite willing to withdraw that proposal in due time, 
because it is very evident we cannot afford to spend £100 
on them. But as regards the cases for the Library, I 
hope we shall be able to spend a little money on them, 
because the appearance of the place downstairs is some- 

thing very dreadful. 

The Secretary :—You have money in hand for that. 

Mr. Huntine:—I shall propose that instead of the 
£200, we ask for £20 ouly, because there are two or three 
models that we really do require for examination purposes. 

Mr. Triccer :—I beg to second that. 

Mr. Huntine :—There is a model of a foot which takes 
to page a model of a brain, and a model of an eye. 

he Presipent :—We have the foot. 

Mr. Huntine :—We need not spend the whole £20. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—Would it not be better to wait 
and have this whole sum voted? May I suggest that 

—— Hunting? We shall probably be able to pull our- 
ves round in a short time. If the Museum Committee 
i to tinker over this, and then have to leave it alone, 
think they may lose heart, whereas if they wait until 
they get this large sum of £200, I think they will work 
With some energy. 
.. ag UNTING :—The only thing is that my researches 
eo hing pictery of the museum rather show me that 
shee been spent ; in fact, there have been objections 
it £2 att 4 plece of carpet, I believe. If we do not get 

The hen there is no chance of our getting it at all. 

“That dent :—Will you make your resolution read, 

a ps not exceeding £20 be expended on the 

Mr models for examination purposes.”’ 

and adi :—Yes. The resolution was then put 
The P to; and the Report as amended was adopted. 
RESIDENT :—Mr. Wragg tells me that with the 


retrenchments we have made our difficulties will be 
overcome. 


Report oF THE Court oF EXAMINERS: 
ENGLAND AND ScorTLanp: 


The Sxrcxetary stated that meetings of the 
Court of Examiners had been held in London on and 
between December 14th and 18th, 1891. In the Final 
Examination 26 students had passed, and 18 were 
rejected ; in the Second Examination 15 passed, and 
7 were rejected; in the Third Examination 20 passed 
and 10 were rejected. The Examiners for the Glaaass 
B, and C, Oral, had no special feature to report to the 
Council ; but with regard to the Practical Section the 
following report has been received :—“The Practical 
Section of your Board of Examiners—Class C—have to 
report that at the December Examinations held in Lon- 
don, Edinburgh and Glasgow, we were supplied with all 
the subjects for examination purposes, for which we had 
applied through the respective Secretaries, and that in 
each place every facility was given us to conduct the 


examinations on the lines which we suggested subsequent 
_to the May Examinations. And we also, in accordance 
_ with the minute of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
_geons supplied to us, gave to each student the addi- 
_ tional time, which we then said we considered necessary, 
| both in the interest of the student and the profession, 
viz: half an hour to each student by every examiner 
separately. This time in reality was considerably ex- 
ceeded by an examiner having more than one student 
engaged at the same time, and so giving the student 
additional opportunity of carefully examining the horses, 
etc. Nominally the time is divided by each student 
(with the horse examiners) having 20 minutes with each 
examiner, the remaining 20 minutes being spent in 
operating on dead limbs, etc. The cattle examiners also 
gave twenty minutes to each student; the remaining 
twenty minutes being used for dispensing, writing pre- 
scriptions, etc. In London and Glasgow the whole ex- 
amination was conducted under one roof, and at the 
same time, which is most convenient. In Edinburgh 
the examinations were conducted as before, except that 
we had to go to the New College, for operating, dispeusing 
etc. In Scotland your Secretary considered that the 
recent minute of Council intended that half an hour 
should be given to each subject, and not to each ex- 
aminer. This had been differently read by us and acted on in 
London ; so we decided that we must conduct a uniform 
examination at each place, and did so. If half an hour 
to each subject were intended no minute was necessary as 
that time had always been given, and was considered by 
us inadequate, hence our suggestion for increased time, 
and, as we believed, with the acquiescence of the 
Council.” The Secretary further stated that meeti gs 
of the Board of Examiners had been held in Edinburgh 
and Glasgow on and between December 17th and 24th. 
In the Final Examination—at New College, 14 students 
passed, and 3 were rejected ; at Dick College 10 passed, 
and 10 were rejected, and at Glasgow College 10 passed 
and 8 were rejected. In the Second Examination—at 
Glasgow, 7 passed and 6 were rejected ; at Dick College, 
14 passed and 1 was rejected, and at the New College, 
4 passed and 9 were rejected. In the First Examina- 
tion—at Glasgow, 5 passed and 4 were rejected ; at Dick 
College 11 passed and 6 were rejected, and at the New 
College 11 passed and 9 were rejected. 

The following communication was read from Mr. 
Rutherford, Secre of the Board of Examiners :—“In 
Class C, Practical, the Examiners were present, but 
there are several things in connection with this examina- 
tion that I desire to call your attention to. First—as to 
the time occupied—In your communication on this sub- 
ject of October 28th, { am informed that ‘the recommen- 
dation that the minimum time be limited to not less 
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than half-an-hour for each subject at the Final Practical 
Examination be adopted.’ This communication I read 
to the Practical Examiners on their assembling, but they 
declined to accept the instruction as it stands, and on 
their own responsibility interpreted it to mean— that 
each student should be examined on each subject by 
each Examiner for not less than half-an-hour.’ You will 
observe that the addition by those gentlemen of the 
words ‘by each Examiner’ is a direct traverse of the in- 
struction given by you to me, and by me read to them. 
Indeed, there is such a difference between the two inter- 
pretations, and the cost incurred is necessarily so much 
greater, that I beg you will be good enough to ascertain 

om the President and the Council whether the instruc- 
tion is toread as it stands, or as interpreted by the Ex- 
aminers. Secondly—as to the cost of the Practical 
Examination. Up till this last examination, or at any 
rate up to the time of the resignation of Mr. Cartledge 
and Sir Henry Simpson, the Practical Examination was 

aid for at the rate of £1 1s. per hour to each Examiner, 

uring which time four students were supposed to have 
som through his hands; or in other words the exami- 
nation of say twelve students (practically) cost the Col- 
lege £3 3s. to each of four examiners, or £12 12s. alto- 
gether. At the examination just concluded the cost to 
the College, by the way the time to be occupied was read, 
and at the rate of £1 1s. an hour to each examiner, has 
been for twelve students £6 6s. to each of four examiners, 
or £25 4s. altogether, irrespective of the extra charges 
for heads, legs, drugs, and extra horses, etc. I am par- 
ticular in drawing your attention to this matter, be- 
cause I find the C examination, oral and practical, is 
being conducted at a loss to the College. The following 
statement (roughly) of the receipts, and disbursements 
in connection with them will illustrate what I mean. We 
received in fees for oral and practical examinations from 
71 students £250 19s. The cost of examining them, in 
examiners’ fees, rail expenses and charges at practical, 
irrespective of any share of general expenses, was £301 
10s. at least, or a loss of about £50.” 

Mr. Mutvey :—Does the Report of the Examiners 
open up discussion ? 

The Prestpent :—Yes. 

Mr. Mutvey :—I have taken the opportunity several 
times of attending the examinations, both at Camden 
Town and at Red Lion Square, and I can only say I con- 
sider they are conducted in a fair way to test the 
abilities of the students, but there were one or two 

_ things that I noticed at this last examination which, I 
_ thought, seemed calculated to fill up more time than was 
absolutely necessary. It seemed to me that the practical 
examination trenched somewhat on the duties of the 
examiners at Red Lion Square. For instance, a student 
is asked to examine a horse, he examines that horse, 
and then the examiner asks him to point out 
the seat of, it may be, corn, splint, or spaviu, and 
then, What is spavin? What causes splint ?— 
subjects which have already been dealt with by the 
examiners at Red Lion Square. It seems to me that it 
was not the intention of this Council, when it appointed 
the separate examiners on “ practical ” subjects, that 
these questions should be gone over twice, first at the 
oral by the examiners on horse and cattle pathology, and 
then again at the practical, This may account, to some 
extent, for a great deal of the time that is spent in the 
examinations. There was another subject I noted. 
When the last Board of Examiners was appointed it was 
settled that there should be two examiners for eash sub- 
ject, but I noticed at the “ practical ” this time that one 
of the practical examiners on cattle was examining stu- 
dents on how to make up horse-balls and powders, and 
writing out prescriptions for horses. It was scarcely the 
subject for an examiner in cattle, as it was a subject for 
which he was not appointed. I mention this because 


Mr. Wragg has pointed out to us that the examinations 
cost more than they should do; and I think the ex. 
aminers have perhaps gone a little ou; of their proper 
sphere, and thereby lengthened the duration of the 
examinations. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—May I ask whether the pre- 
scribing and dispensing was not carried on at the time the 
students were being examined in dispensing. 

Mr. Mutvey:—No. One of the examiners on cattle 
was away in a separate building altogether, while the 
other examiner was singly taking the men on their 
practical examination. e intention of this Council 
was, in order to avoid all appearance of unfairness, that 
there should be two examiners at each table, or at each 
time that the students were examined. 

Mr. Triccer :—Bearing upon what Mr. Mulvey said 
Iam bound to say we want to thoroughly investigate 
the matter. Before going into any new curriculum | 
think we should do well to set our house in order with 
regard to the present state of the examinations. Rightly 
or wrongly, there seems to be a great deal of doubt as to 
whether the examinations are conducted on exactly the 
right lines at the present time. Are we not perhaps, in 
our strong desire to raise the tone of the examination, 
doing injustice somewhere? There is certainly injustice, 
if, as Mr. Mulvey says, the student is examined twice 
over on the same subject—I do not mean intentional 
injustice. After a student has been examined at the 
oral he has a right to vy | on that examination is done 
with, and any mistakes he makes afterwards should not 
tell against him. Are we really, at the present time, 
getting a higher-class examination, passing a better class 
of men than we did before, or are we really simply 
rejecting a larger proportion of the students? and if so, 
are we rejecting the right men? Are the examinations 
as they now exist somewhat fluky, or are they not! If 
you talk to professors at the various colleges, or to stu- 
dents who have recently obtained their diplomas, the 
whole tendency of conversation is that the examinations 
are more or less fluky. Take, for the sake of argument, 
100 students. Out of those you may consider 10 per 
cent. at least are front rank men—there ought to be 10 
men about whose passing there is no doubt. If you 
think ten is too large a number, take six, seven, or eight. 
After that there are perhaps twenty really good, hard 
working men of average abilities. In the ordinary course 
of events there ought to be no doubt about their 
passing. Then the next forty are hard-working me" 
without any particular abilities, and the last thirty ar 
the residuum who never would obtain their diplomas 
under any circumstances. Now, I will ask any professor 
—Professor Penberthy, for instance—if under the 
present system he can put his hand on ten men in his 
College whoare quite certain of obtaining their diplomas. 
I think there should be no doubt, that good men should 
not be plucked, and it should be as impossible to reject 4 
good man as it is to passa bad oue. Is it so! Then 
where does the fault lie? Are the students taught up te 
the lines on which they are examined, and are they 
examined upon pretty much the same lines as those oe 
which they have been taught? If not, it 1s absolutely 
necessary that there should be some conference betweeh 
the examiners, the teachers of schools, and this Cou 
and that rules should be laid down for mutual guidance. 
I go with you to the fullest possible extent in — 
the highest ible standard, but I do not vr - 
have any right to suppose that a larger that highet 
rejections actually means that we are getting that - 
standard. My own impression is that the wae : 
the examining —, be on the 
matter how hi ou your exam ’ 
are on the Bo. as the teaching—seventy 
will , certainly sixty per cent. If you ce - 
than forty per cent. of rejections you have s° 
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radically wrong somewhere. If we are going in for these 
new schemes to increase our standard, let us first of all 
see we have a perfect system of examination to com- 
mence with, and when you have got that then I think 
we shall be justified in going on, on the lines indicated 
the Council at the present time. I move, “That the 
Examination Sub-Committee now in existence be re- 
ted to confer with the principals of schools and with 
for the purpose of investigating the 
nt system of examinations, and report thereon to 

the Council.” 

Mr. Mutvey :—I will second that. 

Dr. Ftemine:—I do not know to which section of 
the examinations Mr. ‘Trigger refers, but I can 
tell him that in Class B the rejections are about 
twenty-five per cent. on an average—that is seventy- 
five per cent. passed. Having been an examiner 
for a great many years on almost all subjects, 
I cannot see, so far as my section is concerned, 
that there has been any difference in the mode of ex- 
amination. It is not very difficult to ascertain whether 
the student is good or not. I have every reason to 
believe that good students are not rejected, and that bad 
ones are. 

Mr. TRIGGER :—I was going on the statistics we have 
before us to-day, “26 passed, 18 rejected ; 20 passed, 
10 rejected.” That is a very large proportion. 

Dr. Fiemine :—That is the final examination. 

Mr. J. F. Stimpson :—-Has Mr. Trigger taken into 
account that this is the Christmas Examination? All 
the professors at the colleges will admit that there are at 
this examination a great many “chronics” among the 
candidates, in fact seventy-five per cent. of them, I 
should think, are rejected men, and have been rejected 
over and over again. 

Prof. Pensertay:—This is a matter on which I 
should not venture to express an opinion just now in the 
face of what is being done, but as a suggestion for an 
inquiry by a committee it is rather an important one, 
and if I am asked whether I could put my finger on any 
ten men who are certainly going to pass, or any ten per 
cent. of men, I should say distinctly that I could not. 
I naturally think the teaching of these men, at any rate, 
is not at fault, but that the method of examining is at 
fault. That harmony of thought as to what is requisite | 
does nut exist, which might be brought about by the | 
result of the consultation of the principals of schools and 
the examining committee, and the examiners together. 

his, in my opinion, all arises from the examiners never 
having had any definite instructions on what to examine 
from the Council of the College, and from the fact that 
the examination now is divided into theoretical or oral, 
and practical, and that separate lots of examiners ex- 
amine the students, so that they are submitted to a large 
number of fads. Instead of having the fads of two men, 
they have, as Mr. Mulvey suggested, three. 1 do not 
say that tue fads are wrong—I am not implying that for 
4momeut—they are specialized ideas represented to men 
ina form to which wer | have not been accustomed. That 
is what I mean to imply by fads. There are two circum- 


ces, 1n my opinion, for which we are accountable. 
We are bound to instruct our examiners definitely. We 
have never done that. We have committed a grave error 
m splitting up the examinations into practical and | 
theoretical, We have given young men such a task as | 
should never be expected of them. If all these different | 
examiners were examining on different subjects the 
matter would be easier. Under the present system of ex- 
anination I have no feeling of certainty in saying what 
men will pass—not even the best men. I am thoroughly 
ee after having attended the examinations care- 
WY for the last eleven years, that the increase of 
ures is due to the demand which is put on the stu- 


t by the increase of the number of examiners on 


the same subject, and the examiners not being as de- 
finitely instructed as they should be. I have been inside 
this room ever since it has been built, and I have heard 
a good deal of the way in which the examiners conduct 
the examinations, and I have always felt that they 
suffered very severely from the want of definite instruc- 
tions. If these instructions are laid down, as I think 
they will be, by this Council following the suggestions 
of the Committee, then veachers will know what to teach, 
and students will know what to learn. 

Dr. Fiemine :—I think I can account for the larger 
number of rejections. I do not know about the Scotch 
schools, but at Camden Town all students are allowed 
to go up for éxamination, whereas, in the old days, only 
those who had attended a certain course of lectures, and 
who had been rigidly looked after, and whom the prin- 
cipal certified were fit, were allowed to go up. If students 
will not attend the classes, they cannot expect to pass. 
The number of rejections from omitting to attend classes 
must be alarge one. I believe, as a matter of fact, that 
there is no prohibition whatever against students going 
up for examination. 

Mr. J. F. Stimpson :—May I ask if you find the Christ- 
mas candidates are worse than others. 

Dr. Fiemine :—Yes, they are. 

Prof. Pensertuy :—I can endorse the bearings of 
those remarks. Certainly, Christmas examinations are 
not a fair criterion. All the men who are ploughed in 
May spoil themselves for work during the summer, and 
come back to their studies early in November. They 
stay for a little while, and then go in for the Christmas 
examination unprepared. You must also give to the 
statement of Dr. Fleming, as to non-restriction of candi- 
dates entering for the examinations, very considerable 
importance. The preliminary examination at Camden 
Town was dreaded far more than the examination at 
Red Lion Square. The general idea was, “ If I can get 
through the Tene manage at the Square.” 

Mr. Mu vey :—Is not there a preliminary examination 
now ? 

Prof. Pensertuy :—No. 

Capt. Raymonp:—That is the fault of the School, 
certainly. 

The PreswEnt :—It strikes me as being rather in- 
vidious to discuss a certain school. 

Prof. Pensertay :—The statistics were taken from 
the London School, and I was supporting the School. I 
do not uphold the preliminary examination in any shape 
or form. I am only trying to account for these statistics, 
and to see whether it is the fault of the examiners or of 
something else. Those preliminary examinations did 
heighten the average number of passes. 

Mr. Triccer :—My resolution was intended, in the 
most amicable spirit, for the assistance not only of ex- 
aminers, but of the principals of schools and the students 
together. My idea was that now, when we have a sub- 
committee sitting, was the time for letting the examiners 
and the teachers lay their views before that committee, 
and see if we could not decide what course the next 
examination should take. That was the intention of my 
resolution. 

The Prestoent :—Not long ago there was a conference 
between the examiners and the teachers of the schools, 
but it’ came to nothing. I am afraid the teachers did not 
attend, 

Dr. Fremine :—Yes, they did. 

The Preswent :—It came to nothing. 

Mr. ‘friagER :—I do not think any report ever came 
to us. It was practically a dead letter. I did not intend 
any reflection ou anyone in the remarks I have made, 

Capt. Raymonv :—A gentleman, I think it was Mr. 
Mulvey, has spoken of the way in which the examinations 
were conducted. I think that the feature he mentioned 
was due to the fact that the practical examiners were 
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anxious to get as much work out of the students in the 
time allotted to them as possible, and therefore one 
examiner would take a student on a subject apart from 
the others. With regard to the overlapping of the sub- 
jects in the oral and the practical, I also noticed that. 
No doubt instructions from the Council could remedy it. 
With regard to any complaints as to what took place in the 
Council-room, or that any student may — as to the 
way in which the examinations are conducted, of course 
we, as a Council, could bring preventives to bear. We might 
move a resolution that one or two of our members should 
attend the examinations regularly, and also that an 
complaints which are n +t made within a certain peri 
after the examination should be ignored, and that the 
complaints should be made in a formal manner. Prof. 
Penberthy, in speaking of the examinations, made use 
of the word “fads,” which I hope may not be misunder- 
stood. I am rather afraid that when students read this 
oft-repeated word, the great nervousness from which 
they generally suffer during the examination will be 
increased. 1 would almost ask Prof. Penberthy if he 
would reconsider that expression, and substitute the 
word “ iews.’”’? Now, as regards the rejections. I have 
not attended these examinations as often as Prof. Pen- 
berthy, and therefore I cannot speak with anything like 
his authority, but | am bound to say, from what [ have 
noticed, that when a student gives the examiner a com- 
mon-sense view, even though the examiner cannot 
exactly agree in detail as to the treatment of the case, I 
do not think the man is rejected. 
Mr. Huntina:—l wish to support Mr. Trigger’s 
proposition, that we should have an enquiry into the 
subject, because from what has been said in this room as 
well as out of it, nobody seems to know what is wrong. 
The professors tell us one thing, and the examiners 
another, and the students tell usa third. Until we know 
whether there is anything wrong, because that even, is a de- 
bateable point, and until we know what is wrong, we can- 
not alter it. Therefore I shall support Mr. Trigger and 
ask for a thorough enquiry into the matter. I would 
also point out that we have already discovered, according 
to the speakers to-day, two points which are, I will not 
say wrong, but which make the subject difficult. Oneis 
the overlapping of the examinations. If aman is to be 
examined on the nature and causes and symptoms of a 
disease by his so-called theoretical examiners, and then to 
be taken over the self-same ground by the practical ex- 
aminers, then most likely he will make a mistake some- 
where, because no two mén agree exactly. It is therefore 
not quite fair that overlapping should occur. There is 
only one way of altering this, and that is, that in the final 
examination the same men should examine on the princi- 
ples as examine on the practice of medicine and surgery. 
Again, you will notice that on our Examining Board—I 
am not saying it with any disrespect to the examiners, 
but simply noting a fact—very few of our examiners have 
been teachers. The result is that there is a want of 
uniformity of standard between the examiners and the 
teachers. The teachers treat the subject in one way and 
to a certain length and width, while the examiner may 
treat it in quite a different way. Supposing a teacher 
commences at what he considers the beginning of the 
subject and goes on for six months to what he considers 
its completion, the examiner may commence where the 
teacher arrived after three weeks lecturing, leaving out all 
the first part, and may carry the subject beyond the point 
where the teacher left off. The result is the student 
may be asked questions which he was never taught, and 
with very little blame either to teacher or examiner, 
use no man can say where certain subjects commence 
or end. What we want is some sort of conference be- 
tween teachers and examiners, or, what would be still 
better, a pretty full syllabus of a subject, showing where 
the teacher commences and finishes and where the ex- 


aminer commences and finishes. Then I think there 
would be more uniformity of action between the two. 

Prof. Penpertuy :—May I explain that when I used 
the word “fad” it did not imply anything that was wro: 
in theslightest. It was meant to represent a view which 
is not held, however correct it may be, by the majority of 
people ; possibly because it has not been goneinto, If 
that word would be considered objectionable, the word 
“ view ’’ may well be inserted in its stead. 

The Presipent :—Mr. Trigger’s motion is as follows :— 
“ That the Examination Sub-Comuinittee be requested to 
confer with the principals of Colleges and examiners, 
and any others they may think necessary, to investigate 
fully the present system of the examination, and report 
thereon to the Examination Committee.” Will it be 
necessary to state in what way this conference is to take 
place in the motion ? 

Mr. Huntine :—I think it had better be left till they 
report to the Council. 

Capt. Raymonp:—I proposed on the sub-committee 
that it should take evidence, that is to say, communicate 
with the gentlemen who are likely to give us the best 
information. 

Mr. TricceR:—I propose to give ‘you full power to 
make enquiry. 

Mr. J. F. Stwpson :—Are we going to pass this resolu- 
tion simply on account of the overlapping! If so, can- 
not we get over it in a more simple manner by giving 
instructions to avoid as much as possible the system of 
overlapping? Then the thing is done. I do not see 
why it is necessary at about every other meeting of 
Council that we should direct that a conference should 
take place between examiners and principals of schools. 
The ink is scarcely dry in the book which recorded the 
result of the last conference. With regard to asking 
questions upon spavin, spoken of by Mr. Mulvey, if a 
horse is brought forward before the practical examiner, 
and the student is asked what defect exists in the hock, 
and answers “spavin,’ surely the examiner may ask 
what spavin, is. 

Mr. Mutvey:—Undoubtedly, but what I meant to say 
was that practical examiners should not go into the patho- 
logy of the subject which has been dealt with by the ex- 
aminers at Red Lion Square. 

Mr. J. F. Smmpson :—What evidence has Mr. Mulvey, 
that any particular student has been examined in Spavin 
at the C, oral? It he has not been examined on Spavia 
in the C, oral surely there is nothing wrong or inconsistent 
in a practical examiner asking him questions upon the 
pathology. 

Mr. Mutvey :—At the present time there is an eX 
amination sub-committee drawing up a scheme for the ex- 
amination of the students. That motion of Mr. Trigger’s 
is merely to enable them to take evidence from anyone 
who is likely to give them information. , 

The PrestpENt :—As one who has taken an active part 
in that Committee it appears to me that it opens the 4 
very widely for evidence which will take days and days 
hear. 

Mr. Huntine :—It only says “ confer.” 

Dr. FLEMine :—Would it not be a simpler matter for 
those gentlemen who think the examinations are not of 
perly conducted to attend them? They could then a 
satisfy themselves as to what was wrong. If you 
going to take the evidence of teachers and students. 

Mr. TriceerR :—No, not of students— 


Dr. Fiemrne:—You will find half a dozen 
versions. It would be far better for those wno thin 
examinations are not properly conducted to atten 
and satisfy themselves. That is, in my — to 
simpler course. If you are going to delegate this “a 
a sub-committee, of taking evidence, of course o dents 
summon evidence before you. 1 do not think 4 § 
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evidence is worth anything: it is the evidence of the pro- 
fessors and examiners that we require. 

The PRESIDENT :—1 quite agree with you that if you 

n the door to everyone who has got a grievance the 

hearing of the evidence will be almost endless. 

Mr. TriaceR:—It is not proposed to do anything of 
the sort, sir. 

Mr. Matcoum :—-Who is to pay the travelling expenses 
of the witnesses. 

Mr. TriccrR:—My resolution is only to request this 
Committee to confer. A large part of the evidence can 
be taken by letter ; 1 do not know that there is any ex- 
pense necessary. 

The PresmeNt:—lIt strikes me that the Committee 
are requested to make recommendations to the Council, 
and ought to be allowed to pursue the best course they 
think proper. 

Mr. J. F. Stwpson:—The majority of them are here 
and there is no doubt they will take any hints which may 
be thrown out. 

The PresipEnt :—lIs it nece to have any motion 
brought forward at all? What do you think, Mr. Trigger? 

Mr. TrigceR :—My resolution simply uests the 
Committee to consider a particular point. It is no re- 
flection upon anyone. 

The Presipent:—I think as chairman of the Com- 
mittee that they will do what is desired. 

Mr. Triccer :—That is all that is wanted. 

Mr. Wrace:—Mr. Hunting asked a question about 
the financial part of the C examinations. The loss in 
London to the College was £17 2s. 9d., and the loss in 
Scotland was £50. 

Mr. Huntine :—But we do not really lose on the whole 
examination. 

Mr. Wrace :—No. 

Mr, Matcotm :—I think the question of time at the 
Practical ought to be settled. 

The Soxicrror :—My opinion is the time is limited to 
the subject, not to the examiner. 

Mr. J. F. Srupson :—In that case we have not made 
any alteration because every student had a quarter of an 
hour before and that is what they will have now. He al- 
ways had half an hour with his cattle examiners ; he was 
then passed on to his horse examiners, and the same thing 
took place there. If the examiners interpret our wishes 
that each student should be examined by each examiner 
_ an hour, then you will have a very expensive little 


The PrestpeNt :—That was the opinion of the examin- 
ers when the thing was proposed—that they should have 
an hour each. 
_ Mr. J. F. Simpson :—If Mr, Thatcher’s interpretation 
is right, we have made uo alteration. 
Ph not rem :—We put the minimum of half an hour 
Mr. J. F. Simpson:—No student ever had less than 
an hour, 
Hunting :—We were told that in some cases the 
ye Was dismissed in five minutes. 
J. F. :—That was disproved. 
< TriccEeR :—Here is the letter from the examiners 
blest The meeting begs to recommend the 
tins eo suggestions to the Council, ‘ That the minimum 
subject jimited to not less than half an hour for each 
:—I myself saw one examiner by 
loose-box examining ; and I distinctly | 
da two examiners separately engaged on two 
mnie ents with a horse, while the fourth man was 
riage the manufacture of horse-balls in the 
ry by Camden Town, That simply means that 
oi - going to do as they like. 
‘NT :—Had you reason to believe that the 
“saminer had finished his subjects 


Mr. Huntine :—No, it was systematically done. 

Dr. Ftemine :—I beg to move that instructions be 
given to the practical examiners to confine themselves to 
the time allowed as approved by the Council, and that 
Mr. Rutherford, the Secretary for Scotland, be informed 
of the construction which Mr. Thatcher puts upon the 
reading of the bye-laws—half an hour for each subject. 

Mr. Mutvey :—I contend that there is already a reso- 
lution that two examiners shall jointly officiate with the 
student, and shall not examine him separately, and shall 
not examine him on separate subjects. 

Mr. Huntina :—It is one of the bye-laws. 

Mr. Matcoum :—I suggest that we should draw their 
attention to the fact that it is in the bye-laws. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—Why was this question of the 
length of time raised at all? These examiners reported 
that the time allowed them was insufficient. The time 
allowed was a quarter of an hour to each student, and 
now they have placed, to my mind, a very proper inter- 
pretation upon the resolution, and they have extended 
the time by as much again. 

The Soxicitor :—It is many years ago since that first 
resolution was passed—the 5th January, 1883, That the 
time of the final examination be not less than a quarter 
of an hour. No resolution on the same subject was 
passed till October 15th, 1891, when the minimum time 
was fixed at half an hour for each subject. 

Capt. Raymonp :—Could we not get at the difficulty in 
some other way! I think it would be a good thing to 
give a little more time than half an hour for practical 
examinations. Perhaps the money could be saved by 
cutting down the fees of the examiners. 

Mr. J. F. Stwpson :—Perhaps the case might be met 
if instructions were given to the examiners to examine 
together in the same box, Then the student would 
have his half-an-hour on the subject in the presence of 
both examiners. 

Mr. Huntine :—That is according to the bye-law. If 
they would let the principles of medicine and surgery 
alone they would get through easily enough. 

Prof. PeNnsertHy :—Supposing they take an hour 
instead of half an hour—they may take an hour—do they 
get a double fee ? 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—They are paid a guinea an hour. 

The Presipent :—I think we ought to give some in- 
structions to the examiners. 

Mr. J. F. Suwpson :—I will move “That at the prac- 
tical section of the C examination, each student shall be 
examined by two examiners conjointly on each subject 
for half an hour.” 

Prof. Penpertuy will second that. 

The resolution was put to the meeting, and carried 
unanimously. 

Proposep ALTERATION OF, AND ADDITION TO 
Byz-Ltaw No. 20. 


Mr. Mutvey :—I beg to move the following notice 
of motion: “To substitute three years for five years 
as the term of office as examiner, and add at the 
end of the bye-law the following words. ‘ Every candidate 
for the office of examiner must be nominated in writing 
to the Secretary at least fourteen days before the election 
takes place,’ and the names of candidates, with their 


qualifications, must appear on the circular convening the 


_ meeting at which they are to be appointed.” 


Tue Soxicrror’s Rerort as TO RESOLUTIONS OF 
CoUNCIL AT PRESENT IN FORCE. 


The Soxicrror read his report, which stated that he 
had grouped the resolutions at present In force under 
such sections of the Act, Bye-laws, and Regulations, to 
which they had appeared to have special reference. 
Many resolutions which had been passed from time to 
time had subsequently become incorporated in the bye- 
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laws and regulations,and those he had eliminated. It 
had been necessary to refer not only to the minute book 
itself, but also to the minute books and reports of the 
various committees, as the minute book frequently only 
stated that the Report and recommendation of a com- 
mittee was adopted, and on reference to that report 
some important resolutions might be found to be incor- 
porated. He ventured to suggest that in future all 
reports from the committees should appear on the 
minutes in extenso. 

Mr. Tricecer :—I presume that it is only that part of 
the reports from committees which is read to the Council 
that are to be printed on the minutes. 

The Presipent :—Yes. 

On the motion of Mr. TriaceR, seconded by Mr. 
Hunt1na, it was resoived “ That 50 copies of the Solicit- 
or’s report be printed and circulated among the members 
of the Council.” 


THe EXAMINATION. 


On the motion of Mr. Mutvey, seconded by Mr. 
Mason, the report of the court of examiners for the Fellow- 
ship Degiee was taken as read and adopted. 


Tue Ositvary List. 


The Secretary read ‘the obituary list as follows :— 
Messrs. Robert Gibton, Geo. Waddell, |Francis Blakeway, 
Jas. Anderson, Wm. Barnes, Osborn Hills, Wm. Reddrop, 
Thos. Alton, John Thomson, J. Gillingham, Thos. Calde- 
cott, Thos. Plews, W. Hall, Hugh Bradley, Jas. Murphy, 
Alex. McArthur, Jas. Martin and Thos. Scruby. 

On the motion of Mr. Matcoum, seconded by Mr. 
Mutvey, the Council resolved to send a letter of con- 
dolence to Mrs. Blakeway. 

On the motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by Mr. 
Wraea, the Council resolved to send a letter of sympathy 
to Mr. Barford in his affliction. 


SpgciraL Meetina. 


At the termination of the above meeting, a special 
meeting of Council was held to consider the followin 
notice of motion by Mr. Hunting: “To add the word 
‘annually’ to bye-law 17, after the word ‘elect! ” 

Mr. Huntine :—It seems to me that this is such a 
simple alteration of the bye-law that hardly any remarks 
are requisite. It has long been a somewhat doubtful 
point as to whether a committee was elected for a year, or 
whether it was elected until re-elected, and it was also 


doubtful whether a man retired from a committee at the | 
end of the year unless he was re-elected. [ will give | 
ze one instance of the difficulty, namely, the Koch 

uberculine Committee. At the end of the official year, 
it had not reported on the matter it was appointed to con- 
sider. When it met again, two of its members had 
ceased to be members of Council, and therefore the com- 
mittee lost their assistance, and it was not strengthened 
by the election of other gentlemen. It seems to me it is 
always necessary that our committees should be re- 
elected at the end of a year. That gives the Council 
an opportunity of removinganyone from the committees, 
or of replacing, or of adding new members. Unless a rule 
of this sort is enforced, committees may go on for the 
life-time of the individual members, or the committee may 
be only dispersed by the death of those individual members, 
or by their ceasing to have any further interest in the ques- 
tion. It seems to me that for ordinary law and order 
it is absolutely necessary that time should he fixed for 
the life of a committee and for its re-election, 

Prof. Pensertuy :—I beg to second that. The motion 
was then agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. Mutvey, seconded by Mr. 
Mason, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the 
President for his conduct in the chair, and the pro- 


ceedings terminated. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT, 
War Orrice, January 26th, 1899, 


Yeomanry Cavatrry. 


Hampshire (Carabiniers) —Vet.- Lieut. H. Leeney 
resigns his commission (Jan. 23). 

Nottinghamshire (Southern Nottinghamshire). — 
Edgar David Johnson, gent., to be Vet.-Lieut, 
(Jan. 23rd). 


War Orricx, Jannary 29th, 1892, 
Yromanry 


Royal Wiltshire (Prince of Wales’s Own Royal 
Regiment.—Frederick Pearson Bennett, gent., to be 
Vet.- Lieut. 


The undermentioned gentlemen to be Vet-Lieu. 
tentants on augumentation :— 
F. D. Hunt, 


H. J. Axe, | 
A. G. Seath, E. E. Martin. 


COLD SHOEING IN THE ARMY. 

We have more than once drawn attention toa 
very serious drawback of our Cavalry—due, it is to 
be feared, in a large measure, to a too general ap- 
plication of an innovation which, excellent as it is 
in itself, is calculated to materially affect the efli- 
ciency of the mounted services. We refer to cold 
shoeing. Our correspondents at the Cavalry 
Manceuvres, both in Berkshire and Hampshire— 
Cavalry officers of great experience—pointed oat the 
serious results which might follow on service from 
the absence of a properly trained staff of practical 
farriers. Several other papers have been writing 
lately in the same strain—one of them, The 
Country Gentleman, having printed extracts from 
the letter of a Cavalry Lieut.-Colonel, showing how 
injuriously the existing system operates. It is time 
that the present practical head of the Veterinary 
Staff took the matter in hand, and sought to obtain 
an amelioration of the evils. It is never well to 
allow such matters to remain in abeyance until war 
comes to demonstrate shortcomings in face of an 
enemy in the field, and there is no excuse for any 
lack of system in the British Cavalry, which, what- 
ever other disadvantages it may labour under, # 
served, as Mr. Ralph Knox stated some time 4? 
when giving evidence before the Estimates Vom- 


“mittee, by one of the “highest educated and most 


ablc and zealous body of veterinary officers to be 
found in any army in the world.” 

It may be as well to point out that the old or 
contract system of shoeing was open to serious 
jection and abuse. The money allowance not 4 
frequently resulted in the horses being eit 4 
overshod or shod not sufficiently often. On the 
other hand, it insured a good supply of + rae 
men, taught by willing instructors. The — > 
ferred to could easily have been corrected by 
clever and energetic veterinary surgeon. on 
that contracts have been abolished it wale 
distinct gain to the service to reinstate hand-mé” 
or “hot” shoeing, retaining only a small proper 
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tion of macnine or ready made shoes. to accustom 
the men to their use, and the Ordnance Store De- 

meuvt to their issue. The manufacturers will 
plead, perhaps, that they could not be bothered with 
asmall supply for the Army. This, however, 
seems hardly credible in the face of the enormous 
respective demand which war would occasion. 
Attention of makers should be directed to tonghen- 
ing the metal used in these shoes, which hitherto 
has been found lamentably wanting in durability. 
Formerly, when shoes were required for hard work, 
they were made of corresponding substance. A 
uniform issue now meets the needs of peace and 


war, 

Sir Evelyn Wood, in his report on the Hampshire 
Infantry Mancenvres, made special reference to this 
defect. The shoes, he said, wore out with lamentable 
rapidity, and he hinted that the material of which 
they were made was defective. The whole system, 
in fact, is bad, and having regard to the unanimity 
of opinion on the subject, we can but express a hope 
that steps may be taken to introduce changes by 
which regimental forges may be pliced on a more 
satisfactory footing, and that commanding officers 
may see the desirability of supporting the Director- 
General of the Veterinary Staff in any endeavour 
nemay make to bring the cold-shoeing feature 
within reasonable limits.—The Army and Navy 
Gazette. 

[There are a score or two of different machine-made 
shoes, Were those used in the Army of one or more 
orands !—Ep. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 
SOUIETY OF MEDICAL OFFICERS 
OF HEALTH 


S. Muurny, L.R.U.P., ete., President, in the Chair. 


Oursxeaks or DIPHTHERIA AND SCARLATINA CO- 
INCIDENT WITH F£BRILE ERUPTIONS IN Cows. 


In November last Dr. Thursfield’s attention was 
called to an outbreak of diphtheria in a family con- 
sisting of the father, mother, and seven children, 
involving all but the man and three of the children, 
following a highly febrile disease, accompanied by a 
se eruption on the udders, of the three cows 

ming their stock-in-trade. ‘The symptoms— 


general and local— ‘were identical with those descri- | 
bed Ly Dr. Klein as consequent on experimental | 


Brown Institution. There was no diphtheria in the 
neighbourhood nor any history of possible importa- 
tion, Sealed tubes containing the discharge were 
sent to Professors Brown and MacFadyean, but no 


definite conclusions were arrived at from the cultures, 


Cows ann Sewacr. 


Dr. Byrne Power. of Kingstown, co. Dublin, 
read a paper on the question, Whether the drinking 
of sewage by milch cows were a danger to the public 
health ? Since some human diseases were communi- 
cable to the cow and vice versd, and the development 
of microbes obeyed the same laws in the case of all 
organisms capable of affording them a nidus, common 
sense would teach that it could not be safe to give to 
cattle water se contaminated with sewage that it 
would be poison to man ; although there was a very 
general belief, even among highly competent men, 
that no great harm. if any, could result. A oumber 
of observers. as Urs. Gooch, Hickes, and others had 
reported outbreaks of typhoid or diphtheria which 
they ascribed to the use of milk from cows drinking 
water highly charged with sewage, and which ceased 
when the water supply was changed. 

Dr. Roxstnson believed that the starting point in 
so-called milk epidemics would frequently be fouud 
in deposits of town refuse in the neighbourhood of 
the cows. 

Dr, WitLovcapy could not but agree with Dr. B, 
Power on the danger of allowing cows to drink 
sewage, and possibly specifically polluted water, but 
a distinction must be made between fresh and healthy 
excreta and putrescent sewage; for what cow ever 
drank from a pond without defecating and mictura- 
ting at the same time? In a case of coincident 
diarrhwa in cows and typhoid among the consumers 
ot their milk, the water having been palpably pollu- 
ted with enteric evacuation, Dr, Russell, of Glasgow, 
had explained to him that he did not consider the 
disease in the cowsto be morethaiian ordinary diarr- 
hoea, though due to the water, which, added to the milk, 
gave the specific disease to the consumers. ‘lhe water 
was the immediate and common cause, there being, 
Dr. Russell thought, no evidence that the cows 
suffered from, or were susceptible of, true enteric 
fever. 

Dr, SporriswoppE “ameERoN doubted the passage of 
bacilli through the organism of a cow if she did 
not suffer. When the cows whose milk was a vehicle 
of disease remained healthy, he believed the infect- 
ion of the milk took place out of the body. In such 
cases he had found that boiling the milk arrested 
the further spread of disease by its meaus. He 


inoculation of cows with the virus of human diph- | would, however, except diseases due:to ptomaines, 


theria. The two members of the family who were 


first and simultaneously attacked on the ninth or 


| and not requiring the actual presence of the microbes. 


Dr. Wri.ovcusy interposed that, especially in the 


ace days after the appearance of the eruption in | absence of thermometric observations, the assertion 
€cows were the mother and the eldest boy, who | that any cows were healthy must be accepted with 


were in the habit of milking them. ‘he other four 
cases followed at intervals from the third to the 
ee nth days from these, evidently through infection 

m one to the other. The house was in an isolated 
its sanitary conditions fairly good.  'I'wo 
: Se also attacked with unmistakable feline 

phtheria, one fatally ; the latter was sent to tbe 


caution, for, except in certain diseases. a8 anthrax, 
cows were by no means demonstrative. Professor 
Shave had told him of one who had kept up her ap- 
petite and her milk within a few days of her death 
when the liver was found to beone mass of cancerous 


nodules. 
Mr. Wynter Biyrn was convinced that the clini- 
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cal value of the observations of Roux and Yersin 
was not apprehended by the profession as it should be. 
The diagnosisof diphtheria was notoriously difficult ; 
but with a fairly good microscopeand asimple staining 
process the presence or absence of Loeffler’s bacillus 
in the exudation could be determined in a few 
minutes, and the nature of the case absolutely settled. 
Epizootics were as directly connected with in- 
sanitary conditions as epidemics, and when animals 
were susceptible at all they were so equally and in 
like manner with mankind. He thought cats were 
more frequently infected with diphtheria from human 
beings than the latter from cats. 

Dr, WuireLEcce urged caution in the assumption 
of “milk epidemics.” No one had ever heard of 
small-pox or measles being thus propagated, aud it 
must be shown that the cows themselves had 
suffered. 

Dr. Baxwise said that whether specific diseases 
were thus communicated through the cow, the con- 
servators of the Trent had positive evidence of horses 
and cows having died from drinking the sewage-pol- 
luted water of the river at Tamworth 

The Prestpent was inclined to accept Dr. Klein’s 
observations on diphtheria which might be explained 
by differences in the organisation of animals. Cow- 
pox was, indeed, a most equivocal expression, but he 
was satisfied that any disease of the udder should be 
considered sufficient to preclude tie use of the milk. 
Section 34 of the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act 
was now, as incorporated into the Public Health 
(London) Act, no longer restricted to the disexses 
specified in the former Act, but capable of any ex- 
tension, and certainly might include tuberculosis, 
In this he believed they would have the support of 
the veterinary profession. Brit. Medical Journal 


Stamping Out Swine Fever. 

Mr. Chaplin was on Tuesday, 2nd inst., waited upon by 
a deputation representing the Central Chambers of Agri- 
culture, the Central Farmers’ Club, and the principal local 
Chambers and farmers’ clubs in the provinces. The object 
of the deputation was to ask that swine fever shall be treated 
as pleuro-pneumonia and cattle plague, and that the Board 
of Agriculture shall undertake the inspection and slaughter- 
ing orders of infected swine, compensation to owners to be 
paid out of the National Exchequer. Mr. Chaplin promised 
that the matter should have careful consideration. 


The Champion Tooth Extractor. 


The champion tooth-drawer of the world is said to be 
a monk, Fra Orsenico, of Rome, who operates by the 
Japanese method—that is, with the ord instruments 
provided for him by Nature in the shape of his thumb 
and forefinger. His extractions average 100 a day, but 
there are days (perhaps when an east wind is blowing) 
when the number does not fall far short of 400. The 
good brother seems to be as proud of these dental 
trophies as an Indian brave of his scalps. He has two 
boxes containing thousands of more or less dilapidated 
teeth from which he has delivered his patients; these 
are kept open in his operating-room, doubtless pour en- 
courager les autres. There seems to be some doubt as to 
who has the honour of having extracted the largest num- 
ber of teeth at one sitting. An American dentist, Dr. 


Thomas Sneel, is said to have relieved a gentleman of 27 
in five minutes, but a Plymouth doctor seems to have 
broken the record by extracting 31 at one fell swoop, 
He would, doubtless, have given an epic completeness 
to his work by drawing the thirty-second, but u- 
fortunately, Nature had been beforehand with him. 


GORRESPONDENCE. 


PARTURIENT APOPLEXY. 
Sir, 


I have read, with interest, Mr. A. C. Wild’s letter, 
Parturient Apoplexy in your issue of 23rd January. He 
gives it as his opinion that this affection is due to the for- 
mation of thrombi in the sinuses of the brain, and from 
this idea, I beg leave to differ. He states that he has, on 
post-mortem examination of animals which had suffered 
from parturient apoplexy, found thrombi so situated, 
Well, granted, but it is the result, not the cause of the 
disease. 

I think that no stronger proof could be adduced to 
show the erroneousness of Mr. Wild’s conclusions than 
that portion of his letter in which he states that, several 
veterinary surgeons had told him that 75 per cent. of 
affected animals recovered under the “ chloral treatment.” 
I would draw attention to the fact that recovery from 
milk fever is generally rapid when recovery takes place at 
all, which certainly is not consistent with Mr. Wild’s 
theory, for before a thrombus can form a serious altera- 
tion must have taken place in the lining membrane of the 
sinus, and if this has once taken place aud a thrombus 
forms, I cannot see how it is possible for the recovery 
of an animal so affected to take place. When once 
thrombi have formed within the sinuses of the brain, 
how Mr. Wild can account for recovery I would like 
to learn. 

I think that a more ‘rational theory is, that the con- 
dition of the blood of au animal affected with parturient 
apoplexy, tends to cause fatty degeneration (infiltration) of 
the arterial walls of the brain vessels and sinuses, this 
abnormal condition of the vessels allowing exudation to 
take place, thus causing undue brain pressure. Now if 
this degeneration continues the internal coat of the ves- 
sels will be injured and the formation of thrombi may 
result. Taking this theory, the chloral treatment might 
be explained as having the effect of assisting in restoring 
the blood to its normal condition, and stopping the exu- 
dation from, and degeneration of, the vessel walls, an 
causing reabsorption, but of course this is only hypo 
thesis —Yours faithfully, 

-V. S., 


USING THE COLLEGE ARMS. 


A correspondent asks:—Is it illegal for a member to 
use the arms of the R.C.V.S., in the ordinary way of business 
on his stationery without first paying the tax for use of 
armorial bearings? I have been using them for some time 
without paying anything, but was challenged a few days 
ago by an Inland Revenus Officer. : 

{Every member has a right to use the College arms with- 
out payment. —Eb. } 


> APERS RECEIVED :—Messrs. 
Communications, Booxs, P. H. Wilkie, 


R. Jones, J. Collinson, W. H. Hawthorn, 
one Walker, J. H. Manton, C. Ward, “ The Student’s 
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